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State of Florida
Brevard Soil and Water Conservation District
3695 Lake Drive, Cocoa, FL 32926-4219
Tel. (321) 633-1700 – Fax (321) 633-1890


Brevard Soil and Water Conservation District
Board of Supervisors
Business Meeting Minutes

The Brevard Soil and Water Conservation District met in a regular public session on Wednesday, April 9th, 2025, at 4:00 P.M., at the Agricultural Center, 3695 Lake Drive, Cocoa, FL 32926

Board Members Present:		Bud Crisafulli, Chair
					Chris McMasters, Treasurer
					Jim Fletcher, Supervisor
					Billy Kempfer, Secretary (via Zoom)

[bookmark: _Hlk126899035]Staff Members Present: 			Beth Shepheard, UF/IFAS Extension Director
			Keith Newman, UF/IFAS Ag Program Assistant

Guests Present:			Derrick Wylde, NCRS
		

Presented Documents
· Agenda
· February’s Meeting Minutes
· Future Agriculture Education Programs letter

1. Call to Order:
Bud C. called the meeting to order at 4:01 P.M.

2. Treasurer’s Report: 
The balance of the account is $43,837.79.
The invoice for $4,000 was sent to St. John’s.
 
Motion to approve made by Billy K. and seconded by Jim F. Motion passed 4-0


3. Review and Approval of Minutes for the prior Board of Supervisors meeting:
Motioned by Chris M., 2nd by Jim F., Motion passed 4-0.

4. District Conservationist update:   
Aubrey Bettencourt is the new lead for NCRS. There are 26 applications in Brevard County and 92 million in EQIP. Bud C. asked what the county's priorities were. Derrick stated Smut Grass Spraying / typical stuff. Jim F. asked about spot spraying with drones. Derrick said that if regulations are followed, drones are fine for spraying.   

5. UF/IFAS Extension update:
Beth provided a status update on the various positions that are open or retiring at the Extension Office and invited the board to assist in the interview process for the AG Position.

6. Old Business:	
a. Jim F. recused himself from this item. The board discussed the letter from the school board. Chris M. suggested a smaller amount to help start the program. Chris also inquired about the funding that had already been approved for the project. Jim F. said he believes $1,500 has been approved so far. However, he is only aware of the drone program. Keith Barton joined Billy K’s Zoom to answer questions. Keith tells the board that the State of Florida funds most of the programs. The schools are requesting supplemental funding to cover small expenses. Chris M. motions to table the item for more information at the board's next meeting. 2nd by Bud C. 3-0 Approved
b. No discussion or action.
      
7. New Business:
a. Chris M. motioned to approve payment for the domain name. 2nd by Billy K. 4-0 approved.

8. Additions to Agenda / Open Discussion:
a. Tabled long-range plan.
b. Billy K said the Farm Tour should show large agriculture operations. Jim F. agreed. He added that policymakers should be the target audience, and new technology should be a highlight. Jim F. explained that Extension, SWCD, Cattlemen, and Farm Bureau should all be involved in creating the Farm Tour. Beth S. recommends waiting till the new AG Agent position is filled. The board discussed that it will be too hot in the next few months and plans to hold the Farm Tour in the fall. 
c. Billy K. mentions a 4-H auction donation request. Chris M. motions to approve $1,000 to the 4-H Poultry Auction. 2nd by Billy K. 4-0 Approved 

Billy K. moved to adjourn. 2nd by Chris M.     Bud C. adjourned the meeting at 5:10 PM. 

Meeting minutes submitted by Keith N.
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